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Welcome to the latest edition of Aerodrome Safety Central. The newsletter is published 
on a quarterly basis and includes articles on Airfield news, Work in Progress and relevant 
safety issues. 

We welcome input from all based companies and if you would like to contribute to future 
newsletters please e-mail us at MASUHAWARDEN@AIRBUS.COM 
 
 

Ground Handling Operational Safety Group (GHOST)  
 

As of 12th October 2017, new Pushback/ Towing/ Engine Start Terminologies are now 
present in European Aviation Regulation. 
 
The GHOST group want to remind people of the new requirements. 
  
SERA Section 14001 
 
▪ 1.4.5 Towing Procedures  

 
†a) request tow [company name] (aircraft type) from (location) to (location);  
 
b) tow approved via (specific routing to be followed);  
 
c) hold position;  
 
d) stand by.  
 
‘†’ denotes transmission from aircraft/tow vehicle combination, 
 * Denotes flight deck 
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▪ 5.1.1 Starting Procedures 
 
  a) [are you] ready to start up?  
 

*b) starting number (engine number(s)).  
 
Note 1. The ground crew should follow this exchange by either a reply on the intercom or a distinct 
visual signal to indicate that all is clear and that the start-up as indicated may proceed. 
 
Note 2. Unambiguous identification of the parties concerned is essential in any communications 
between ground crew and pilots. 
 
 
▪ 5.1.2 Pushback Procedures  
 
a) are you ready for pushback?;  
 
*b) ready for pushback;  
 
c) confirm brakes released;  
 
*d) brakes released;  
 
e) commencing pushback;  
 
f) pushback completed;  
 
*g) stop pushback;  
 
h) confirm brakes set;  
 
*i) brakes set;  
 
*j) disconnect;  
 
k) disconnecting stand by for visual at your left (or right).  
 
 

Note. This exchange is followed by a visual signal to the pilot to indicate that disconnect is 
completed and all is clear for taxiing.  
 
Standardised phraseology shall be used in all situations for which it has been specified. Only 
when standardised phraseology cannot serve an intended transmission, plain language shall 
be used. 
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Security 
 
Security is everyone’s responsibility please report anything at all you think might be 
suspicious to security immediately on 666 or 01244 52 2299.  
 
For none emergency security issues call:  
 
External:   01179 36 4444  
Internal: 123444 
 
 

 
Procedure for Airside Driver Training                                

The Driver Training Programme for 2018 is underway. 

The required forms must be completed and returned to MASU at least 7 days prior to the 

course to enable security checks to be carried out by Airbus 

Please NOTE: If the form is not completed you will not be allowed on the course. The 

same applies to the security check. If not signed by security you won’t be allowed onto 

the course. 

The courses are held twice a month, one for Manoeuvring and one for Apron. The Morning 

courses start at 0900 and the Afternoon courses at 1400 unless otherwise stated and will 

take place in the Gimsol building which is next to the Fire Training Ground opposite 

building No.149 the SMC building. 
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                      ATC Corner 

Once a quarter Hawarden ATC participate in the 

Northern TMA Local Airspace Infringement Team 

(LAIT). This is a working group hosted by the CAA 

and comprising representatives of Manchester, 

Liverpool, Hawarden, Barton and Shawbury 

Aerodromes, together with representatives of local 

flying organisations. The goal of the team is the 

review recent and annual airspace infringements, 

feedback on action taken and identify opportunities to 

prevent infringements occurring in future. 

The team mirrors similar groups set up for London, Solent and Luton (to name a few). 

Since being established our local team has identified numerous hotspots around Barton 

and developed procedures to minimize these. Similar success has been made with the 

Hawarden RMZ. Statistics are showing a steady drop in infringement year on year. 

Most airspace infringements tend to occur when aircraft are closely following the lateral 

or vertical boundary of regulated airspace and an unplanned deviation results in an 

airspace infringement. Whilst this may have no impact to the associated airport, in some 

circumstance it can lead the airliners being broken off their approach, given circuitous 

avoidance or significant holding. In these cases, or for pilots who repeatedly infringe 

airspace action will be taken by the CAA proportionate to the situation, but could result 

in legal action and a court case. A member of a locally microlight group identified this 

navigation issue and proposed a poster campaign dubbed ‘Take 2’. The campaign 

encourages pilots to remain at least 2 miles laterally and 200ft vertically clear of 

regulated airspace, thus providing some breathing space for when the unexpected 

occurs. 

A topic we are focusing on for 2018 is encouraging pilots to conduct full briefings for to 

identify on route ‘gotchas’ and ensuring information on destination aerodrome (charts 

etc.) are available. Coupled to this, many pilot training organizations are running Sky 

demon and rocket route training days, to ensure you know how to configure, operate 

and not become totally reliant on these useful tools. 
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Meet the Team 

James Forrester, (ATS) Compliance and (Aerodrome) Training 

Manager 

James has worked at Hawarden, his local airfield, since 

starting part-time on a temporary contract as an Air Traffic 

Services Assistant in November 2005. His enthusiasm for 

aviation and his aptitude for the role lead to a quick progression 

to a permanent, full-time contract within the ATC team and at the same time James also 

became an accredited Aerodrome Met Observer and also took on some MASU shifts 

In 2008 James became the Senior Air Traffic Services Assistant and Senior Met Observer, 

managing the ATSA team on a daily basis and ensuring the continued competence of 

ATSA and Met Observer staff through training and assessment.  Further progression in 

recent years meant the undertaking of the additional duties of ATS Unit Safety Officer and 

Senior Document Control Officer, contributing to an outstanding CAA audit performance 

for ATC. 

In October 2017 James commenced his transition in to the role of (Aerodrome) Training 

Manager and is continuing the development towards an EASA compliant airside training 

scheme.  The role of Training Manager will be shared with his continuing duties in ATS 

compliance, so James will continue to be based in the ATC tower.  

Originally living in Buckley having been born in Wrexham, James has now ventured out 

to live in Oswestry with his wife and 2 children. Outside of work he is an avid motorsport 

fan and can be found out at a race circuit or in the Welsh forests on many a weekend, but 

when spare time allows he is tinkering on his own MX5 track car, which he hopes to have 

on track….. one day!    

M: 07718 195684  

james.forrester@airbus.com 

Serco and Airbus Support Just Culture Repor ng 

 


